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Volumo I, NUmbor 8

ST. MARY'S UNIVERSITY LAW SCHOOL

Maroh 20, 1974

CAlENDAR OF EVENTS

(MaroA 21 - Marok 29)
Maron 21 ... Dolta TAota Phi Mooting; by-laws and initiation plarmine.
Fbi Dolta Phi Mootill(; voto on by-laws; 7:30 P.M.
Freshman

~.t

C.vt (ProlimiJaary Reum)

Mareh 22 "" N.rvltll Meot C.vt Compltti tion (b.l1minary RoWld)
Maroh 23 - Phi Alpha Dolta

Initiatio~

and Party

Maroh 24 - Dolta Thota Fbi Initiation and Party
Maroh 25 - Freshman Meet Cevt (Prltliminal-y Reund)
Maroh 26 - Froshman Me.t Ceurt

~1Rals

(to.tativlt date)

Maroh 28 - Texas Brewltrus Institutlt Barb.e.e and Beor Bust fer
Graduating Semiere g 6:)0 - 10:30 PoM.
S~ni.r

Moltt1nco 7:30 P.M.

Maroh 29 - }lgrvo1l Moet Cowt Compot1tion Finals

PHI DELTA PHI ACTIVITIES
On the various bulletin boards are posted the present by-laws of
Tarlton Inn, along with proposed changes to the by-laws. The proposed
changes consist of those made by the by-law committee and those made from
the floor at our March 5, 1974 meeting. Please take the time to read these
proposed changes.
March 26 - Special Meeting of all members called for the sole purpose of
voting on the proposed by-law changes.
April 2 - General Meeting. The agenda includes election of officers for the
Fall, 1974 semester. All letters of intent to run for office must be
received by Monday, April I at 12:00P.M.

PLACEMENT ANNOUNCEMENT

BRACEWELL and PATTERSON from Houston will interview tho tGp 20~ of tho Sonior
Class on April 5. Pleaso sign up on the sheet posted on the bulletin bo~.
Tho firm. will b. inteniowine all day.
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BOOK REVIE'vi

BURR, A Novel
Gore Vidal
Random House
430 pages, 1973
~no was Aaron Burr? Did he murder Alexander Hamilton in cold blood.
or was he forced into the duel that enreci the life of the first Secretar,y of
the Treasury? Was he guilty of treason agaiMst Burr to obtain his conviction?
Th~ suggested answers to these and many more fascinating questions are
suppli~ in BURR. an historical novel by Gore Vidal. This ver,y readable sto~
of Aaron Burr's rise and fall is told through the eyes of a young law clerk in
Burris New York law firm in the 1830's. As the story unfolds Burr is a
participant in abortive invasion of Canada during the Ameriean Revolution.
Following service on Washington's staff. Burr enters the practice of law in
New York. Rising swiftly through the shifting currents of the new republic's
politics Burr becomes Attorney General of New York. then senator. As a
candidate for president in 1800 he was narrowly defeated by Jefferson and became
vice-president. At his zenith he was within a heart beat of becoming the
fourth president of the United states. His fall was marked by charges that he
murdered Alexander Hamilton in cold blood p that he had plotted treason and
attempted to foment a seoond revolution in the western wilderness. After his
return from years of exile in Europe~ was he one of the secret forces behind
the rise of Andrew Jackson and Martin VanBuren or merely ~, excentric old
New York lawyer who had onee been vice-president?
BURR is especially noteworthy for its picture of life in New York,
Philadelphia and Washington in the first years of the 19th century. and for the
very human portraits of men who have become so surrounded by myth that it is
difficult to conceive of them as human. For several enjoyable evenings of
reading I would highly recommend BURR by Gore Vidal.

Walter Prentice

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
The following letters are submitted in the public interest and may not
necessarily reflect the opinions and attitudes of the editor or staff.

Law School Morality
During the past several weeks I have heard many reports of th~f~.
Students have had their casebooks, outlines, legal research and wrltlng
materials and even research for an article in the law journal stolen from
the libra~y and classroom building. In addition law ~eview articles and
reporters pertaininq to the moot court problem have dlsappeared or been
mutilated. These thefts are enough, but there is more-such as the
disappearance of the Phi Delta Phi Evidence II exam file ~nd the
stealing of a fraternity member's purse and a bottle of llquor at the
Phi Alpha Delta party last week-end. These larcenies are deplorable ~n~ .
such conduct should not be tolerated in this student body. These actlvltles
are a violation of the lionor Code and serious breaches of legal ethics.
The results of these thefts are twofold; first, what once was an
atmosphere of camaraderie is turning into an atmosphere of distrust.
Students do not feel safe in leaving their books and notes in the library
while they go to the restrooms or to have a cup of cofee without asking
a friend to keep watch over them. The second result is the damage done to
the legal profession. If it is easy to rationalize stealing casebooks,
classnotes, research materials and an exam file now, what prevents such a
rationalization in cheaping a client or engaging in other illegal activities
later? Perhaps this parallel is farfetched, but I really don't think so.
The ends do not justify the means.
I do not have any suggestions to how these larcenies can be stopped.
The burden falls uncomfortably upon each of our shoulders and we are faced
with the decision either of turning our backs on a very serious problem or
in enforcing the Honor Code when we observe a violation of it. We are not
children and we are accountable for our actions. Personal integrity and
a showing of maturity will help a great deal in clearing up this intolerable
situation. The sooner this occurs the faster we as students can pursue our
studies without fear.
John McLeod

l~ewslette:r

-- --:

Honor Code Ineffective
The Honor Code has been ineffective.
In a way it is no one's fault.
In establishing the system the students sought to protect themselves from
arbitrarily meted out discipline for cheating infractions. The students
were granted the right to police themselves. But an atmosphere has grown
in which cheating is passively condoned. Examples: The students not
being indoctrinated to the new system, are not sure what is expected;
most students are reluctant to report a fellow student (would he be villain or hero?). The faculty is not certain of its role; for instance,
should the pledge be required on exams though not part of the Code? The
instructors in Legal Research and Writing have been somewhat vague regarding the limits of permissible mutual help.
It seems that if all concerned parties understood what the Code demanded of them and responded accordingly, the raisons d'etre would be
accomplished. On the other hand, some have suggested that the Honor Code
be discarded on the reasoning that morality cannot be legislated. But if
we stick with the Code and accept the responsibilities entailed, I recommend the following:
First of all provide a copy of the Code to all
faculty and students, and clarify what is expected; especially indoctrinate incoming freshmen.
(I would not find it repugnant to require that
students sign a pledge to live by the Code -- then if some students choose
not to do so they can make their intentions known.)
The Legal Research
and Writing instructors should outline what is permitted in the way of
mutual assistance. Regarding the Code itself, Article 4 needs reworking
- to instruct the Court clearly what is expected of it. At present, do
reports of violations mean one of the justices hearing of an incidence
or does it mean a written complaint?
The reason for posing these questions is not because of the cheating
that has occured this year or that which will occur duing our student
tenure, but over the implications for the future.
It seems, especially
at a time when the integrity of the profession is in low esteem, for only
selfish motives we should bind ourselves to the principles of honesty and
self-discipline.
If some lawyers are cheats and openly fraudulent in
their practice and the rest of us protect them, the public will be aware
of it to the detriment of us all. An Honor Code, one not just espoused
but lived, seems a major step toward atuning our thinking to honesty and
integrity on the part of ourselves and our colleagues.
Charles A. Schmidt

EDITORIAL STAFF

Terry Vogel
Pat Cullen

Editor
Associate
Editor
Steve Ezell
Assistant
F,ditor and
Staff Artist
Adrian Acevedo _ Assistant
Editor
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DELT A. THETA PHI

A general meeting of Delta Theta Phi will be held Narch 21 at 7:30.
Topics for discussion include the proposed bylaws, copies of which are
available in the office, ~nd initiation March 24.
we are once again planning a joint initiation and party with the Austin
Senate and for the first time ar~ expecting several of our national
officers to participate in the cer~roonies.
Notices for upcomming election of officers will be presented at the
meeting Ott the 21st.
Prior to the rush party on Saturday. Harch 9th, the Alumni association
held election of officers and the following were elected:
Reece Harrison---Alumni Dean
Judg~ Garcia
---Vice Dean
Neil Calnan
---Exchequer
Chuck Franz
---Clerk of the Rolls
J~es Saunders---Tribune
Andrew Cline ---Bailiff
~e wish all these alumni the best in the coroming year and anticipate
renewed relation. with the alumni senate.
A reminder to all students that the Law Day Awards will be presented
on April 4th and Bickett Senate will present th8 Leslie Merrero
Award to it's outstanding senior and six Certificates of Merit to th •• e
members who in the opinion of the chap..r have $xtended and outstanding
effort to promot~ the goals of Delta Theta Phi.
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MEET THE CANDIDATES

The general spring election for student government and honor court
positions is being held this Thursday and Friday, March 21 and 22.
In
the interest of acquainting all students with the names of the candidates
and a few of their views, the editors of the Legal Beagle have solicited
the following remarks by some of the candidates. The list is not a
complete one because of irreconcilable deadline conflicts and some were
unable to submit statements through no fault of their own. Nevertheless,
the editors felt that this little exposure of ideas was important for a
successful election despite the omissions.
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PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES
DREW DURHAM -- Demanded of a candidate for the presidential position is
the ability to advocate and promote the ideas and concepts of
St. Mary's School of Lawen rapport with the local legal community.
The President must also unify and represent the interests of the student
body and relate these interests effectively as an active mediator in
the relations of the faculty and the student.
If ths official can coordinate the above interests, then the
performance and discharge of these duties will enhance the character
and quality of St. Mary's School of Law.
MICHAEL GREENE -- As president one of my major goals would be a move for
"total involvement" by the students and faculty alike. This school with
the proper participation could achieve goals which other major law
institutions have initiated.
I am looking forward for the establishing
of a coast to coast legal placement program, an active alumni;and
requesting prominent speakers to address our law school.
I believe the formation of a student senate has contributed to the
growth of our school.
It is, however, apparent that certain
weaknesses should be corrected.
I feel as your representative on the faculty council, I could
convey the desires of the students in a most effective manner.
During my past activities I have come in contact with most of our
professors and find them to be most available towards most of our
resolutions.
I can only promise that I will make a sincere and
earnest attempt to fulfill your major goals.
DWIGHT HARTLEY -- I view the office of President as a means of
communication between faculty and students. Many of us feel that
this communication at preseht is not what it should be.
I strongly
feel that this can be corrected and for that purpose I am a
candidate for President.
DAVID SMITH -- The main problem confronting law schools today is the placing
of graduates in the legal profession. St. Mary's is no exception and
since this is a problem that effects all law students, this area
requires the paramount attention of the S.B.A., law school aQministration and staff.
It is with the goal of cooperation for student
placement, and other ends, that I seek your support for the
Presidency of the S.B.A.
TERRY VOGEL -- Considering the fact that the President of the S.B.A. has
a vote on the Faculty Council at St. Mary's, I believe that
experience in student government and activities is an important
prerequisite to the office. My experience as a Mid-Law Senator,
chairman of the University Affairs Committee and Editor of the
newsletter qualif~me, I feel, to attempt the job of President of
the S.B.A. As president of the S.B.A., I would try to keep an
open mind and an open ear to student body grievances and suggestions
and voice these sentiments strongly at Faculty Council meetings.

VICE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES
JOHN MCLEOD -- As Vice-President of the Student Bar Association I feel I
can carryon the good work which has been done this year. My tenure
as a mid-law senator has given me the insight into the responsibilities
of the job. The most important of these responsibilities, as I see it,
is to continue to increase the number of students involved in student
affairs. Through this increased participation, the student senate is
better able to represent the student body in general. To help in
accomplishing this goal I will put to use my acquaintanceships with
the faculty and students acquired while working in the bookstore.
The second responsibility will be to continue to conduct the senate
efficiently and orderly.
TOMMY MINKOFF --

ANDY MIRELES -- As candidate for Vice-President of the Student Bar
Association, my intentions have been a cumulation of incidents that
have occurred and ideas that should be implemented in order to better
our stay while here and our exposure to the multitude of legal ideas
available to us.
The main thrust of my candidacy stems from my feeling that the
students have been left uninformed of decisions and policy affecting
their situation while here leads to animosity between the school itself
and the individual. Being adults, the right to be informed is one
protected in every facet of institutional education, and so applies
here. My solution to this void would be to emphasize the responsibility
of Senators to consult and inform their respective electorate of
activities of that senate body; and the responsibility of the senate
to inform, instruct and point out ideas, complaints and improvements
the students themselves wish to brirg to the faculty and their
respective committees, all in the hope of avoiding the situation
where students "find out" policy decisions when no constructive and
responsible feedback may be added.
I hope also to try to implement suggestions I have heard from
responsible students regarding the implementation of programs that
not only prepare one to take and pass the bar examination (our
ultimate goal) but also prepare us to be lawyers who will deal with
real situations and real parties that most of us merely read about now.
More clinical law programs in the framework of the Juvenile Law
program should be implemented as well as emphasizing and perhaps
coordinating the use of legal intern certification set up by the
Supreme Court of Texas.
These type programs may aid to give us a morE
realistic choice in determining where and how to utilize our legal
training upon graduation.
In addition, an investigation regarding the Student Service Fee,
paid by law students, is in order to find a more equitable distribution
of that fund.
My feeling is that since others have felt that they
should close dOvln student service orientated facilities at time.5
inconvenient to the law school, perhaps our fees could be split in a
way more equitable to all concerned.
In 1972, as Vice-President of
the undergraduate student senate I was given the opportunity to
investigate just this point and am aware that a solution could be
worked out with the newly elected Student Personnel Services VicePresident.
Finally, if chosen, I can assure you that with the responsibility
that will be given me, I will be responsive to the ideas expressed
without returning political excuses for non-performance and the lack
of belief in what one individual can accomplish when effort is exerted
I hope that you will exercise your right to vote for all student
representatives and additionally you support me for Vice-President of
the S.B.A.

ABA-LSD REPRESENTATIVE CANDIDATES
MIKE BAILEY -- I have participated in almost every phase of school
activities.
I am a member of the Criminal Law Association and
Phi Delta Phi; a staff member of St. Mary's Law Journal.
I have
worked on various committees of the Student Senate, including the
Speaker's Committee, Freshmen Orientation Committee and the Faculty
Evaluation Committee (1973).
St. Mary's is achieving a varied student
body, and I believe it is time the school attained national
recognition especially through the Law School Division of the
American Bar Association.
I propose a minority recruitment project
funded by the LSD and I would work to obtain a research project,
national in scope, for the student body and faculty to work on, also
funded by the LSD.
I believe I appreciate the attributes of St. Mary's and I
understand its problems as well.
I elected as the ABA-LSD
representative, I will work to publicize the school through its
attributes and participate in solving its problems.
AL PEREZ -- I will continue to be receptive to the students' complaints
as to changes in grading practices as well as other problems that
effect us all.

Newsletter -- 7

MID-LAW SENATORIAL CANDIDATES
JEANIE ATKINSON -WILLIE L. CUNNINGHAM -- I decided to run for the office of Mid-Law Senator
because I wanted to become personally involved in the formulation of
policies which effect the students.
If elected, I promise to be
outspoken in my own personal opinions, to seek out and present the
opinions of my constituents, listen to student problems and concerns
and try whenever possible to effect a solution, represent to the best
of my ability the interests of my fellow Mid-Law classmates and work
actively for the betterment of the Law School.
BARBARA A. GUNNING and RAYMOND L. TOLLETT -- To be an effective Senator one
must not lose sight of the small, everyday problems that face us as
law students. These problems for the most part could be solved with a
minimum of effort and expense. These include:
1. 24-hour study room
2. Soundproofed typing facilities
3. Shelves in classroom building restrooms
4. Some place to get coffee between 2-4 p.m.
5. Improved xeroxing facilities
6. Greater availability of the Wall Street Journal
7. Periodic airing out of library
Of course these problems that will affect us and our school in the next
few years should not be overlooked, but they should not overshadow the
immediate needs of the law school.
JAMES N. HIGDON
JUDY JOHNSON -- If elected as your representative in the Senate, I will work
to change the present power structure in this school and to represent
you in all matters.
It is apparent to all of us that the student's
views have little if any effect on administrative decisions. The
Senate seems powerless in the face of the faculty council.To remedy
this the students need active senators who are intent on changing
the present power discrepancy.
I want to represent you in all
matters and to enhance communication between the students and the
Senate, and the Senate and the administration.
DON MAISON -- The most important characteristics a candidate for Senate
must possess are a responsiveness to the needs of fellow law students
and a determination to work hard and. effectively within the structure
provided.
If elected, I will work diligently to inform others of
issues before the Senate and will seek the views of my classmates
before acting in matters of concern to them.
MARTY McGANN
MICHAEL PARK
RONNIE PHELPS -- An interest in helping and becoming involved in St. Mary's
Law School and making sure that the average student like myself is
heard.
BARBARA ROSENBERG
SCOTT BORNS -HOi'IA.1ID !!BEN" DAVIS

OOB, . GRACE -GLEN \';ILSON --

KAII.O JOHNSON --

JUN ltiILLIS -FRANK MORRILL --
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SENIOR SENATORIAL CANDIDATES
RUSTY BIECHLIN -- Although I have no extraordinary qualifications or
dynamic programs to offer the Student Senate, if I am elected Senior
Representative I will endeavor to represent and promote the interests
of the Senior Class to the best of my ability.
In this regard, I
believe that there are at least two important areas that need attention.
First, we need better student-faculty relations and communications
so that we can avoid problems such as the one that arose last semester
over the requirement to take Corporations II in order to receive credit
for Corporations I.
Second, the present method of class scheduling
should be re-evaluated so that a senior or mid-law student who wishes
to clerk or otherwise work part-time may not be prevented from doing
so by class scheduling.
I would like to have the chance to do something
positive in these and other areas and will attempt to do so if elected.
LARRY HARRISON -- As a candidate for Senior Senator I want the opportunity
to actively represent the student body.
I realize the importance
of a student government that can effectively promote innovative student
interests and I am willing to serve that goal.
If elected, I will
be attending summer school which will allow me to begin work
immediately for student government for the upcoming year.
BOB LEE -- My reason for running for the office of Senior Senator stems
primarily from my desire to maintain the Student Senate as a forum
through which progressive but constructive change can be accomplished
in the administration of student activities. Coupled with this desire
is my concern for the law students at St. Mary's University whose
suggestions might never be heard except for a representative
challenging voice in the Senate.
It is my ultimate purpose to attain
for the students an increased respect by the faculty and to enlist
their support for a more influential student government.
CAMPBELL MCGINNIS -- There are two points I wish to stress in campaigning
for Senior Senator. The first is my qualifications for the position.
While in college I served as an honor court chief justice my junior
year, and as representative-at-large my senior year. Currently my
law school standing is in the top 20% of the class. Having retired
as a law clerk, I am able to devote my time and energy to being a
class representative.
The second point I stress is that the primary purpose of
attending law school is to obtain a professional education.
In
furtherance of that goal, we should urge the adoption of standards
for fair examination and grading. These should include requiring
professors to be at least minimally educated in how to write an exam,
requiring the intelligible grading of examinations, and allowing
a student to review his examination with the professor.
I believe I have the qualifications, motivation and direction
to be a constructive Senior Representative.
DOYLE ROBERTS -- I would appreciate an opportunity to offer a fresh out
look on student government to the Student Bar Association and active
representative to all seniors.
I feel that law students deserve a
stronger voice in the administrative process of the school and I will
encourage investigating ways to improve upon such things as the job
placement service and student recruitment.
,::;'ILBERT A.,.i.HENDARIZ
DANIEL SMYTH --

HONOR COURT CANDIDATES
MID-LAW
JOHN M. JOSEPH -SUE LOWE -- Because of the great potential import of the Honor Court
on the legal career of each St. Mary's Law Student, I believe that the
Court requires, and should receive no less than a person of balance,
dedication and.a sense of fairness. Each individual deserves an equal
and fair opportunity to be heard by an impartial and unbiased Court,
a Court which will insure that justice be done. I believe that I can
be such a Justice. If elected, I pledge to each of you my full
dedication-to the task and assure you that I will be fair, open-minded
and honest. The integrity of the Court is only as strong as that of
its Justices.
I ask your support because I beliefe that I can be an
asset to the Court, pledging honesty, integrity and fairness.
DAVID C. PENNELLA
SENIOR
(:'T-1ARLES A. DEHLINGER -IEE TAFT --

AT-LARGE
RICHARD A. HOLMES -- I want to make the student government a sounding
board for all legitimate student grievances.

WICK STUCKEY -- I am a member in good standing in my class and this is the
first office I have sought in hopes of serving St. Mary's Law School
and its students.
KIT BRAMBLETT -- If elected, I would bring age, experience and a desire to
be of service to the Honor Court.

EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL IAW DAY
ST. MARY'S UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF IAW
THURSDAY, APRIL 4, 1974
IAW CENTER, WOODIAWN CAMPUS
Sponsored by the Student Bar Association
Toastmaster: Skip Good, President of the Student Bar Association
HONORING
The Judges of the Supreme Court of Texas
The Judges of the Court of Criminal Appeals of Texas
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
4:30 p.m. - Student Recognition and Achievement Awards
Student Bar Association and Fraternity Awards
Delta Alpha Delta Awards
Annual Awards and Law Day Cocktail Party and Banquet
6:30 - Cocktails
7:30 - Banquet
AWARDS
Seventeenth Annual Rosewood Gavel Award to the Honorable Leon Douglas
Judge of the Court of Criminal Appeals of the State of Texas
Former State's Attorney before the Court of Criminal Appeals of Texa s
Eighteenth Annual St. Thomas More Award to the Honorable Philip A. Kazen
Prominent Laredo Texa s, Attorney
Patron of Legal Education of the St. Mary's University School of Law
I

Outstanding Law Alumnus Award to the Honorable Archie S. Brown
Judge of the One Hundred Forty-Fourth District Court
1937 Graduate of the St. Mary's University School of Law
Twentieth Annual Judge James R. Norvell Memorial Moot Court Awards
Presentation of the Editorial Board I St. Mary's Law Journal
Law Day Cocktail Party and Banquet For enrolled students ONLY - $5.00
1974 May August and December Graduates - FREE (S.ppuse of Grad-$5)
. lor date
All other tickets -$10.00 (This includes spouse/@r date of enrolled student)
I

All students and their wives or husbands or their dates are expected
to attend. Guests are cordially invited.
Enter the Woodlawn Campus from the north on Ligustrum off Woodlawn
or from 36th Street on the west
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